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Shirah is...
a community chorus under the
direction of the highly respected and
talented Mati Lazar. It has its home
at the JCC in Tenafly, NJ. Members
come together from different
locations and with different
ideologies. The result is a harmonious
blend of voices.

CHOIR HAS HIGH STANDARDS
The ability to create a work of art out
of notes on a paper is, thanks to
conductor Mati, a hallmark of the
choirs he conducts. Shirah, though an
amateur group, prides itself on more
often than not reaching great heights.

It’s a Little Thing But It’s BIG!
With these words, Shirah’s
talented accompanist, Beth
Robin, coaxed a stellar
performance out of what had
been a ragtag delivery. When
Beth worked with the choir she
concentrated on what she called
‘the little things’. With patience
and clarity, she helped them
work out kinks that had been
challenging them in the music

There’s much to discuss in the hall before
everyone arrives and it’s time to lineup. Is Ed
taking attendance?

Getting set up on the risers can be a contact
sport as music notebooks whack people on the
back, singers teeter on the top and everyone
jostles for space.

they were preparing for their
next concerts. They gathered
around the piano and dared to
sing with their music notebooks
closed. From the comments at
the close of rehearsal it was clear
that Shirah members were happy
with the results of their hard
work and were proud to be
members of this ensemble.

Bernie and Ruth Weinflash take pleasure in the
accomplishments of Shirah which they support
and helped establish.

An Inspiring Letter from a Former Shiranik
Special by Email
From Shimmy
•••

SHIRAH MEMBERS FOUND
INSPIRATION IN THE MESSAGE SENT
BY SHIMMY, WHO, IN ADDITION,
LENT HIS VOICE DURING THE NOV.
21ST CONCERT

Shalom Ed, in the last few
messages you sent to
Shirah members, you have
indicated all the good
reasons why we should
appreciate Mati's work with
us over the years.

outstanding.You have no
idea how I miss it.
So, if there is any doubt in
anyones mind as to Mati's
contribution, go and look
for anything else to replace
it.
Enjoy what you have, so
that you never lose it.

Well, I'm in this situation
SHIRAH MEMBERS HAVE FOUND A
now, trying to find a
replacement for Shirah, and PHILOSOPHER IN THEIR MANAGER,
ED WEISSMAN’S, EMAILS
fill in my Tuesday nights
with singing.

Yes, it is the members that
make the sound that we
hear, but it is the direction,
the selection of music, the
unyielding demand for
emotional output, the
perfectionism, that make
the sound so unique and

What a great feeling to be
a part of such a glorious
sound!
AND LAST BUT NOT LEAST, OUR
CONDUCTOR MATI LAZAR

What a great effort and a
great concert last night.
I've heard nothing but
compliments about the
increased complexity in our
new music and our
precision in performance.

There is an old saying: "You
don't know how good you
have it, until you don't.”

Even though I'm near a
major metropolitan area
(Philadelphia), there is
nothing like Shirah
anywhere near, both by
quality and by distance.

SOME WORDS FROM OUR WEB
“MISTRESS” AND FORMER
MANAGER, LIBBY TULIN

We are not your everyday
community choir. More is
asked of us than would be in
most choruses. We are
challenged in ways that one
only expects to see at a much
higher level of singing and
performance. And we get the
opportunity to respond to this
challenge; at our concerts
and, just as importantly, in
front of what may be the most
challenging audience, more
than 500 singers each year at
the North American Jewish
Choral Festival.

You gave some very good
emotional performances.
Your concentration and
effort in solid and often
moving performances of
difficult and demanding
repertoire reflects the great
attitude you displayed
during the course of this
past season.
SHIRAH’S NEWSLETTER EDITOR HAS
THIS TO SAY

Sometimes when I’m
concentrating on notes and
rhythms I remind myself to
listen to the sound of Shirah
around me. It is often aweinspiring especially after Mati
has adjusted a phrase and we,
for that moment, have
captured it perfectly.

What Do you Do
Tuesday Nights?

PERNICKS HONORED
Shirah was inspired to give one of their
best performances ever in honor of one
of their dear altos (and her spouse).
Her musical children participated
making the event even more special.

by BBN
Editor
•••

I could be at a free Optimum Triple
Play movie at the Tenafly
Clearwater Cinema, though I’d have
to come an hour early to get a seat. I
could be down the hall at the JCC
taking bridge lessons. Instead, I am
at a Shirah rehearsal; as
entertaining as a movie and as brain
busting as a bridge lesson.What’s
entertaining about rehearsal? It’s a
phenomena known as “Mati-isms.”
There is no explaining them, there is
only hearing them. Some make
sense. Being Jewish helps.
It’s a good entrance but the
wrong notes.

Temple Beth Am of Pearl River celebrated the
Pernick’s 25 years of service there with a
weekend that culminated in the appearance of
Shirah on Sunday Nov. 21.

Don’t go to the kitchen to get

It’s almost December. You should

This is why they never give the

something in the refrigerator

be able to sing ‘hos’ better.

altos the tune!

while Beth plays.

Where are we, Rte. 3?

When you hold your music down

You’re Jews, you probably can’t
snap syncopated!

it’s against the Torah.
Don’t be pareve.

Narcissistic, solipsisistic and one
more thing...
Now we’re in a war movie and
everyone’s throwing up.
You sound like Olive Oyl or Pluto.

CAN YOU QUANTIFY A SHIRAH REHEARSAL?
Singing with Shirah!
Refreshments !

Mati had a birthday. Generous Shiraniks brought cakes to rehearsal in
honor of the event. Rehearsal began
after the cake was pretty much
demolished. Mati did not disclose his

age. He might have whispered it to
Cantor Marcy but they’re not saying!

100%
2%

Mati’s asides!

15%

Comfy Chairs!

5%

Members’ Quips !

3%

A Room of their Ow
n!

5%

The Music!

70%

Altos Anonymous (All Singers Welcome)
by Anonymous
•••

THEY SIT IN A CIRCLE. THEY SHARE
intimate thoughts. They are the
sensitive among us, those who feel
deeply about the faces their
conductor makes. Some are
convinced that a ‘look’ was directed
at them and some are not. They
confess to what they might be
thinking when they get the ‘look.’
“YOU should not be singing!”
Caught me! I’m quitting.

“How dare you not look at me at
that spot!”
(I was so looking.)
“Why would you sing that other
than how I am conducting it?”
(I sang it just the way you told us to
this year, which was different from
the way you told us to last year but
almost the same as you told us in
1997.)
“What was that that you just
sang?”
(Whatever it was the person behind
me did it.)
You screwed up, I know it was you!
You know it was you!
(It can’t have been me. No way! Could
it have been?)
Why are you in this choir? Don’t
you have anything better to do on
Tues. Nights?
(Maybe I should take up bridge.)
Words of Advice from the facilitator:
To avoid being the recipient of a ‘look’
stand at your section’s periphery,
next to another section. The looks
that drift your way will be meant for

that section while those meant for
your section are nowhere near you.
Alto Anonymous: Yeah, good idea.
And then I can quit this group.

OVERHEARD IN THE HALL AFTER
THE CONCERT
I think the audience loved us!
It was sooo hot on the risers.
My feet got numb. Then I took my
shoe off and couldn’t find it.

smile, “Fine.” Recalling her own state
of shock duirng that first semester in
Shirah, used-to-be-new-member went
home and told spouse about this new
marvelous alto who was having no
trouble adjusting. One week before
the first concert Hynda announced
that she could not sing in it because
Shirah was just too hard and she was
too nervous. “What happened to I’m
doing fine,” the used-to-be-newmember asked irately. “I lied,” said
Hynda.

My neighbor told me she was
stagnating. I spent the whole concert
trying to figure out what she meant!
The person next to me was singing
beautifully. It just wasn’t the right
part.
I’m always sure I know the music
until I have to sing it.
My panty hose were killing me!
I’m black and blue from my battle
with my neighbor’s elbow.
I bribed my friends to attend.
I shouldn’t have eaten.

NEW MEMBER HYNDA FEIT SAYS,
in answer to a question about her
experience singing at her first Shirah
concert, “I wouldn’t have made it
without Myra who punched me in the
ribs at the exact right moment. It was
so wonderful (not the punch) that I
haven’t stopped singing for 3 days.”
One used-to-be-new-member reports
that she passed Hynda in the hall one
night before a rehearsal and asked
her sympathetically how she was
doing. To which Hynda replied, with a
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