JANUARY 2016

Shir Delight
Shirah newsletter. Don’t believe everything you read.

The Season Spun

by with few
cancellations and
good rehearsals.

Invigorating Chanuka concert
The Shirah Choir, under the direction of conductors Marsha
Edelman and Mati Lazar, gave a lively performance.
Choir members agree that they sang with verve and intensity. The music was
accessible to the audience and created a festive atmosphere. Some noted
that Mati seemed to have gotten something in his eye during Hanerot
Halalu. After the piece he was fine. 2015 ended with a triumphant concert.
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IF YOU NEED

THERE’S A

DON’T STARE

a breath there you
need a doctor.

difference between
romantic and dropping
dead.

at a whole note, turn
the page.
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All Eyes were on

Shirah on Dec. 6.
This Big Light Is
is Ours. This
music was

discovered in
PDQ Bach’s attic.
Marsha has been
commissioned to
arrange it for
Shirah.

JANUARY 2016
Dear Dr. Plotznik,

I’ve just returned from the ophthalmology
department at the Mayo Clinic. I was sure
something was wrong with my eyes. It all
started at choir rehearsal when I wrote in my
music ‘Look Up”. The only way I could do that
was to first look down so I could see it said to
look up. There were several places in the music
where this occurred and after a few weeks I
began to notice that my eyes were quivering
and my focus was off. I had to give up reading,
driving and watching Netflix. I was able to
catch a ride to rehearsal but my eyes got worse
till i couldn’t see up or down.

Confusion. It is only a “rare” condition
because most people don’t spend hours every
week torturing their eyeballs.
However, now comes the good news. You are
obviously a very conscientious choir member,
who, unfortunately, missed the rehearsal when
Marsha told people who need to look down but
have to look up, to HOLD THE MUSIC UP. If
you do this, your eyes will move only
a teeny weeny millimeter or two as you look
up, because you will already be looking up.
HAH!
Mayo Clinic, Shmayo Clinic.
Thank the Kodoshboruchhu that you had the
sense to write to the one doctor who could
actually help you, and for free, no less!

Someone in my section told me that I would be
thrown out of the choir if I was not looking up
at precisely the right time. So I went to the top
doctor at the clinic who told me I had a rare
condition that is caused by looking up and
down frequently.
Please advise me what to do. I want to keep
singing though reading, driving and watching
movies comes a close second.
Sincerely,
Can’t See a Thing in NJ

Dr. Plotznik
Dear Can’t See a Thing,
I am happy to tell you that you have come to
the right place for advice…FINALLY. I am so
sorry to tell you that you have wasted a lot of
time, money and needless anxiety consulting
with idiots. Of course there is something
wrong with your eyes. You have been driving
your eyes crazy by looking up and down in
rapid succession, because they have no idea
what you want them to do. You have a simple
case of BEC, commonly known as Brain-Eye2

The Weinflash
Family Reception
for Shirah
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Dec. 6 Chanukah
concert.
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Screeching for the note you think
you have is not good enough. Close
enough is not good enough!

The good news is
that it’s a short
section.
E for Effort
but
Feh.

It’s not supposed to be
music minus sopranos!
Don’t rest on the laurel of
the clappers.
(Ed wants to know why
we’re not clapping
together).

The altos who came in early
were early.
But they can breathe early!

How
many
degrees
does
Marsha

“Tonight I’m working with
personality disorders. I’m
really only qualified for
neurotics.”

have?
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Yay! We’re going
to modulate! It’s a
smiling
modulation. I love
this modulation.

