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SHIR DELIGHT

We love our members!
When not singing they are
just as delightful as when
they are.

First 2014 Rehearsal a Rousing Success
On Tuesday night, Sept. 9th, Shirah
reconvened for another season of
joyous singing. There wasn’t an empty
seat! Several singers returned after time
away and a few newbies attended. The
photographer declined to take photos
of them claiming that each time a

MYRA HAPPY TO BE BACK

newcomer’s photo was published in the
newsletter the subject was never seen
again, (Note: 2nd rehearsal, no
newbies. Coulda taken photos!)
Learning several new pieces
contributed to the lively atmosphere.
With so much to accomplish, Maestro

SHIMMY BEING SERIOUS

Mati was short on Matisms enabling the
recording secretary time to focus on
the music. 5 altos, who had learned two
of the pieces at the Choral Festival,
enjoyed themselves as they pretended
to sight sing the material.

FIRST DRINK OF THE SEASON

What I’ve learned since I joined Shirah.
During the informal weeks of summer,
our education editor surveyed
members of Shirah for their input on
the above topic. A majority of singers
mentioned vocal improvement and
keeping better pitch, able to hear when
they are flat, especially after Mati tells
them. Others said they appreciate
different kinds of music than they had
previously.
A few talked about the upsides and
downsides of being late to rehearsal.
One person acknowledged that he
does not come on time to avoid having
to set up chairs. Another said moving
the piano was not a favorite. One

WHY DON’T THEY RAISE
OUR DUES? THEN THE
CONCERT CDS COULD BE
FREE.

soprano said she had learned that
“you’re not late until you show up!”
Said another, “I’ve applied for a
handicap sticker so I can park closer to
the JCC door. Then I will be on time.”

THE GANG

Someone spoke about the community
of Shirah members and how special it is
to belong.
Many mentioned the new friends they
have made and the connections they
feel to other members. The altos
seemed to feel strongly that they were
a special and powerful section whose
relationships were as strong as their
singing.

SING ING MIXED

Conjecture that Mati would leave
Shirah was quashed when one member
said Shirah was an example of Mati’s
mission. The simple choir that shines.

LADIES IN BLUE

O NE S IZE DID NOT F IT
AL L

GREEN CHAIR REHEARSAL

PHOTOS FROM THIS YEAR

Letters to the
Editor
Dear BBN publishing:
Kol ha Kavod on the latest
Shir Delight.
It's not every day you can see
me chuckling at my computer
screen,
but this is definitely one of
those days.
Jill

EDITOR’S COMMENT: A
LOVELY BEGINNING TO THIS
NEW COLUMN
Dear Editor,
You asked about my Shirah
experience for the year. What
kind of dumb question is that?
Are we in 3rd grade having to
write about what we did during
our summer vacation? I refuse
to send you anything.

SARAH
SAYS SHE’S KNOWN MATI SINCE
FOREVER. SHE HAS SUNG IN
SEVERAL CHOIRS SINCE BIRTH.
SHE KNOWS THE INS AND OUTS
OF SHIRAH. LOVES TO STAND
DURING REHEARSALS. KNOWS
HER MUSIC.

AR LIN E
TAKING OVER THE WORLD? OR
MAYBE JUST THE CHORAL
FOUNDATION. NOTE HER NAME ON
EVERY PIECE OF PAPER
ASSOCIATED WITH SINGING ON
THE EAST COAST. TIRELESS
EFFORTS! ALSO KNOWS HER
MUSIC! KOL HAKAVOD

Anonymous
EDITOR’S COMMENT: FEH

ADINA

Dear%Editor,
I%like%reading%your%fun,%funny%
creative%newsletters.%I%really%look%
forward%to%them.%They%%brighten%
my%day.%Because%I%am%not%as%
creative%as%you%I%have%nothing%to%
say.
Coward%in%Teaneck

EDITOR’S COMMENT: YUP

GOT THE OUTFIT DOWN PAT AND
THE CHOIR ACCOUTREMENTS FOR
REHEARSALS. NOTEBOOK IS
AWARDED THE PRIZE FOR MOST
ORGANIZED. KNOWS HER MUSIC
AND HAS HER ENTRANCES
POLISHED.

Letters to the
Editor cont.
Dear Editor,

Hey! We’re on break from Shirah!
I’m trying to enjoy myself. Not that
I didn’t get a kick out of reading
Shir Delight all year because I did.
Being part of the group and singing
gives me great pleasure. But, I am
not taking time to answer your
ridiculous question.

MATI
SKILLED MUSICIAN, TALENTED
CONDUCTOR, SINGS ON PITCH,
VERY ENTERTAINING, KNOWS
EVERYTHING ABOUT MUSIC,
MUSIC HISTORY AND JEWISH
HISTORY, ISRAEL, SINGING,
WHISKEY, TRAFFIC ON THE GW,
WHICH ARE THE BEST ROOMS AT
THE HUDSON VALLEY RESORT.

EDITOR”S COMMENT: GO FLY
A KITE
Dear Editor,
I read your plea for contributions
from Shirah members to your
newsletter. I understand that you
would like it to be more of a
community endeavor. I am much
too busy to contribute. Can you
pay someone to help you out?

EDITOR”S COMMENT: I WISH

MARILYN AND
ED
MARILYN IS THE PRESENT SHIRAH
MANAGER. PRIOR TO HER REIGN
WERE THE YEARS OF ED. BEFORE
ED IT WAS LIBBY. 3 SHINING
STARS!
MARILYN BROUGHT CLEMENTINES
AND FRESH FRUIT TO THE FIRST
REHEARSAL. WHAT A GAL!

Dear Editor,
Seriously? Who wants
to write a boring
sentence or two with
platitudes about
What my year in
Shirah meant to me?
Uh-no!
EDITOR’S COMMENT: I’M
TAKING A ZEN ATTITUDE

MARSHA
T A WARM WELCOME TO THE
LATEST ADDITION TO THE SHIRAH
PODIUM. THE RECORDING
SECRETARY HAS REGISTERED A
COMPLAINT THAT WRITING
DOWN HUMOROUS COMMENTS IS
NOW COMPLETELY COMPLICATED
BY BOTH ESTEEMED
ENTERTAINERS’ NAMES HAVING
THE SAME FIRST AND SECOND
LETTERS.

ONLY IN SHIRAH
Dear Choir Challenged,
NOT EVERY CHOIR HAS THE
PRIVILEGE OF HAVING THEIR
OWN “DEAR ABBY
PLOTZNICK”. SINGERS SHARE
THEIR CONCERNS AND ARE
ASSURED THAT THEIR
ANONYMITY WILL BE
PRESERVED. WRITE IN
IMMEDIATELY WITH ANY
Dear Dr. Plotznick,
PRESSING QUESTIONS!

IN ADDITION, SHIRAH HAS
STAFF MEMBERS WHO ARE
ABLE TO WRITE
PRESCRIPTIONS FOR
HUMANS AND ANIMALS.
DON’T HESITATE TO AVAIL
YOURSELVES OF THEIR
SERVICES.

I have attended a few Shirah
rehearsals but am too frightened
to commit to membership. This
is because of my problems. One
is that I can’t learn the music if I
can’t look at it and I can’t look at
it if I have to look up. I thought I
could learn it by listening to the
downloads on the Shirah website
but I couldn’t hear a thing, even
with earbuds. I think I may be
losing some hearing. So should I
join the choir or not?
Choir Challenged

Your dilemma, however painful
for you, is, happily, a common
one for many severely
neurotic would-be choristers.
I am pleased to be able
to alleviate your suffering with
my expert advice!
There is a lot of good news
for you. First, about where to
look….Have you ever
considered looking
somewhere other than up or
down??? There are so many
other options when you
release yourself from the
prison of either/or thinking.
You can close your eyes
altogether—yes, that would be
weird, but it would be so
much more interesting than
sitting and obsessing about
your problem. And—listen to
this—you could LOOK
AROUND YOU. And if you
did that, you would see
everyone else looking down at
music that they are only
pretending to read! You
would also notice that
everyone else only looks up
when they get yelled at—week
after week. So, if you can
forget about learning the
music, and just join the crowd
singing whatever notes feel
good, you will fit right in, and
that crippling anxiety will
disappear like food at a bar
mitzvah buffet. Can’t hear the
notes? Another plus!
Dr. Plotznik

PHOTOS FROM THE FESTIVAL

Newcomers
Bring 2 pencils, one for
you and one for your
neighbor.
Write down Mati’s
instructions in pencil
because they are bound
to change.
Make sure your black
notebo ok isn’t the shiny
kin d so you don’t blin d the
audience.
Your phone’s ring sho uld
be in a goo d key.

A wonderful time was had by all at
the Fab ChoralFestival in Kerhonksen
There’s nothing like the feeling of
singing with 600 other like-minded
people in a gorgeous outdoor setting
with birds chirping during the rests and
the bonhomie of the group. Then
there’s learning a piece from scratch
and recording it 20 minutes later and
realizing it sounded great. This summer
the Shirah members sported their new
snazzy Shirah Tshirts on the morning of
their concert.
Monday night was Shirah’s chance to
perform. They were stellar. Several

comments by the audience were
interesting to hear. From “your most
outstanding performance ever” to
“damn decent” there was no doubt that
Shirah had shone. (A fumfa or two don’t
count..)
Mati, Danny and Marsha were honored
for their years of contribution to the
Jewsih choir world. Shirah was proud of
their esteemed leader and rejoiced with
him during the ceremonies.

